LAWSHALL NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

Second Community Consultation Saturday 16th July 2016
MINI E-CONSULTATION
Only for villagers who were unable to attend on 16 July
Dear Villager

Since you were unable to attend the 2nd Community Consultation, we have prepared a mini version for you so that you can still be part of the important decision making.
There are 2 main things that we ask of you:

1. To input in more detail on what is highly valued in Lawshall (e.g. amenity spaces, views, environment) – as shown by the QUESTIONNAIRE results.
2. To input on 2 key aspects of Planning Procedure that will determine HOW new housing development is approached and absorbed into the village. 
THE THINGS YOU VALUE   The Neighbourhood Plan can put a shield around these things by creating planning policies that will protect them. But only if there is strong community support for them!
PLANNING PROCEDURE   The Questionnaire showed strong consensus on the amount, form and kind of new housing that would be acceptable to villagers. We now need you to help us decide on the best options for achieving this.
Please return your filled in document by email to: karenjwilcox265@gmail.com
DEADLINE FOR RETURN SATURDAY 30TH JULY

Thank you again for your support!
Neighbourhood Plan Team – for Lawshall Parish Council 
Open Spaces
The Questionnaire told us that you value highly Lawshall’s Environment & Green Spaces. For the next step we need to get a bit more specific.
An important role of the Neighbourhood Plan will be to provide a Lawshall-specific context to Babergh’s planning policies so that we can protect the things that we value most.  

As part of this we ask you to comment on the individual Open Spaces in the parish as listed below.

These are defined as: ‘All open spaces of public value, which offer important opportunities for sport and recreation and can act as a visual amenity’.

These are distinct from ‘Natural Environment Assets’ though some areas may qualify for both. 

Please tell us how important you think each space is to the community by putting a number beside it: 

1 =   VERY IMPORTANT     2 = QUITE IMPORTANT    3 = NOT IMPORTANT  
 If you think we’ve missed an Open Space of importance, please add it to the table. 
	Open Space
	Primary Function
	  How important?

	Shimpling Road 

Cricket pitch / football ground 
	Sport
	1

	Churchill Close

football ground / green space 
	Sport
	1

	Walcher’s meadow

playground/ green space 
	Play area  / dog walking 
	2

	Village Hall

green space  
	Sport youth club, outside addition to events 
	1

	Glebe

green space 
	Light and space at centre of housing
	2

	Hall Mead

green space
	Visual  layout of enclave
	2

	The Foundry

meadow
	Youth training
	1

	
	
	

	
	
	


Natural Environment Assets
The Questionnaire told us that you value highly Lawshall’s Natural Environment & Biodiversity. We now need to look at these things one by one.
An important role of the Neighbourhood Plan will be to provide a Lawshall-specific context to Babergh’s planning policies so that we can protect the things that we value most.  

As part of this we ask you to comment on the Natural Environment Assets as listed below. 
These are:  ‘features and areas that support wildlife and help maintain & increase the biodiversity in the parish’.

They are distinct from ‘Open Spaces’ though some areas may qualify for both. 
Please tell us how important you think each asset is by putting a number beside it: 

1 = VERY IMPORTANT    2 = QUITE IMPORTANT     3 = NOT IMPORTANT   

If you think we’ve missed an Environment Asset of importance, please add it to the table.

NOTE: A number of villagers look after their own conservation areas which add greatly to Lawshall’s rich tapestry, some of these are included e.g. Ancient Hedgerows. If you have one that isn’t included but would like it to be - please tell us about it! 

	Natural Environment Asset
	Providing


	How important ?

	Frithy Wood 

	Ancient woodland

SSS1 site 
	1

	Golden Wood 

Community Woodland 
	Biodiversity

Wildlife, Leisure 
	1

	Crooked Wood

Community Woodland 
	As Golden Wood 
	1

	The Village Greens

Harrow, Hanningfield 

Hibbs & Lawshall Green  
	Trees, Wild flowers

Green space
	1

	Ancient Hedgerows 
	History, Wildlife 

Landscape 
	1

	Lawshall’s ponds

e.g. Golden Wood, Foundry

Lawshall Green
	Biodiversity

Aquatic wildlife
	1

	Lawshall’s wide verges

e.g. Donkey Lane, 

Hanningfield Green                    
	Wild Flowers


	1

	
	
	

	
	
	


Lawshall’s Views

The Questionnaire told us that our Views are highly valued by residents. This was endorsed on the Village Walk in May, when 26 villagers marked the character and special aspects of their parts of the parish. They also noted their favourite public Views. 
In line with Babergh’s planning policies – our Neighbourhood Plan can include a Lawshall-specific policy to protect our most-valued Views from development.

These Views will also form an important part of Lawshall’s Character Assessment which we are currently working on and which will become a key adjunct to the Plan.

Thus we now need to get a bit more specific and ask you to say which particular Views you value most.

Please tell us which are the 5 most important Views that you think should be protected. 

             Example of how you might describe a view:
View from half way down Donkey Lane looking over fields towards Lavenham
My 5 choices of views are:
1.....The view from Brands Lane down into the valley .....................................................................................................................................

2........The view on the right hand side across to Chadacre area travelling South on the Melford Road ...................................................................................................................................

3.........The view across the fields to the left when travelling north on Bury Road, just after The Foundary and the couple of houses there, by the airman’s memorial ....................................................................................................................................

4...........The views all along Folly Lane, back up to the village ...................................................................................................................................

5....................................The view down the valley from the Hartest Road... .......................................................................................................

Built Heritage

Lawshall has no less than 27 listed buildings dotted around the parish. Although there is no guiding rule, because of their status, the space around them is generally protected to enhance their position and special features.

Lawshall’s Archive Group has also identified 31 unlisted buildings of note. These are properties with unusual /interesting architectural features and history attached to them. The settings of these are harder to protect – unless a policy is created. 
The list of these is available for viewing on the Neighbourhood Plan page of Lawshall Parish Council website. http://lawshall.onesuffolk.net/neighbourhood-plan/
If you think that along with the listed buildings, the setting & space around these unlisted ones is also important to the character and attractiveness of our village, please tell us by putting a number in the box below:

1 = VERY IMPORTANT   2 = QUITE IMPORTANT   3 = NOT IMPORTANT 

SPECIAL FEATURES

We’re also advised that a recommendation can be put in the Neighbourhood Plan to incorporate special features of our built heritage into new developments. E.g. roof angle, gable form, window proportions. Please tell us if you are in favour or not of this idea – using the same code of numbers:  
	How important is a policy is for them? 


	1

	How important is a recommendation for special features? 


	1


Planning Procedure

What are BUABS?

For new housing in a Hinterland village like Lawshall – the first thing the Planners will look at are what are called the BUABS or Built Up Area Boundaries (also called Planning Boundaries or the Village Envelope). 

There are currently three in Lawshall
1. The triangle of Lambs Lane to Rectory Corner, to Windsor Close then up to and including the Glebe. Anything within this is also included
2. Majority of the Street

3. A small section of Bury Road
The BUABS for Lawshall were set 10 years ago in the Local Plan and the Neighbourhood Plan process allows for these boundaries to be reviewed. The alternative is to leave it to Babergh to do. With our local knowledge, we think we’re in the best place to propose any alterations.

For this we request your input on the next page 
A choice of Approaches for Planning Applications
The Neighbourhood Plan Team has been working hard to find the best way to satisfy Lawshall’s needs. There are 2 main options for how the Plan will deal with housing development in the village.
.
1. The Criteria Approach
2. Allocation Approach
We need your input on which approach to choose 
Please indicate on page 8

Lawshall’s BUABS
The Questionnaire results show that a majority of residents support future development in the form of infilling and /or small enclaves of no more than 5 or so houses.

Lawshall’s BUABs - as explained on the previous page – will play an important role in achieving this. 

For suitable planning applications within the BUAB areas there is a presumption to grant planning permission. For planning applications outside the BUABs, a number of more demanding criteria have to be met for permission to be granted. 

As part of the Neighbourhood Plan process, we can, after reviewing them, update these boundaries to ensure that they reflect how the village is today. 

When determining whether or not they should be adjusted or redrawn - we have to consider a number of guiding principles.

Please tell us if you agree with the 5 key principles described below by putting a number beside them. 

1 = Agree   2 = Don’t agree   3 = Don’t know
	BUAB related principles


	    

	The boundaries should include the main existing residential areas 

	1

	The boundaries should be extended to include any houses adjacent to the existing boundaries that have been built since the BUABs were drawn 


	1

	The boundaries should be extended to include areas adjacent to the existing boundaries that have not yet been built, but where building would be acceptable to the community 


	1

	The boundaries should follow physical features – such as buildings, field edges and hedgerows –whenever possible 


	1

	The boundaries should go around groups of houses among which in-filling would be acceptable to the community   


	1



The Two Approaches
These can be simply explained as follows:
The Criteria Approach
· The completed Neighbourhood Plan would contain a number of criteria against which all planning applications in the village would be assessed 
· These criteria would reflect the majority response to the questions you have answered today and what you have told us over the Neighbourhood Plan process - as long as they are in line with National and District Strategic Planning Policies
· The completed Neighbourhood Plan would not include allocations of specific sites
The Allocation Approach
· The completed Neighbourhood Plan would allocate specific sites that are suitable for development 
· These allocations would be made on the basis of the same criteria as described above.
· The Plan would encourage approval of planning applications within the allocated sites, but discourage approval of applications outside those sites (other than well designed infill within the built up areas).

Following extensive discussion with our professional advisors, the Neighbourhood Plan Team would like to recommend the Criteria Approach. 

We believe that the Criteria Approach can meet Lawshall’s needs whilst at the same time avoiding some of the pitfalls involved in site allocation. We also believe it would ensure that only planning applications suitable for Lawshall would get planning permission. 

But we need the village’s support in adopting this strategy. If the village prefers the Allocation Approach, then that’s the approach we’ll take.
1 =  YES       2 = NO       3 =  DON’T KNOW
	 Do you  support the Neighbourhood Plan team in pursuing the Criteria  Approach 

                       
	1


Thank you for filling in the MINI CONSULTATION. The results will be publicised shortly!
Deadline for return – Saturday 30th July
2

