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PART ONE 30 

Why a Neighbourhood Plan for Lawshall? 31 

1. LAWSHALL at a glance32 

 33 

Designated Neighbourhood Plan Area 34 

 35 

Position of the Village - Ian Poole 36 
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Lawshall Key Statistics 37 

 

Location: Off A134 equidistant between Bury St Edmunds and Sudbury in West Suffolk 38 

Size of Parish: 2,900 acres 39 

Total Population: 968 (2011 Census) 40 

Number of houses: 399 41 

Main parish land usage: Agriculture 42 

Main character: Set in undulating Ancient Farmland with dispersed farmsteads and hamlets, 43 

scattered between moderately sized settlements 44 

Special feature: SSSI (Site of Special Scientific Interest) ancient woodland and large 45 

community woodlands with unusually high level of biodiversity 46 

 

2. LAWSHALL present (NP Team character group) 47 

 

Lawshall is a working agricultural village with a total population of 968 (2011 Census). It lies 7 miles 48 
equidistant from Bury St Edmunds and Sudbury off the A134. Our uncommonly large land mass of 49 
2,900 acres (10th largest parish in Babergh) provides the space for our unique string of hamlets, 50 
several with their own greens, and all separated by rolling farmland. Lawshall is no picture postcard 51 
or tourist trap but we relish our sweeping views and enjoy a rural quiet and friendly ambience, 52 
highly valued by all. 53 

Today we still boast a high number of working farms with, unusually for West Suffolk, animal 54 
husbandry as well as crop growing and even a donkey sanctuary. In contrast, we also have a more 55 
ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ΨhuōΩ ŘŜƭƛƴŜŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ .ǳƛƭǘ-Up Area Boundary and home to about 56 
45% of the population. This includes well laid out enclaves and closes, again surrounded by farmland 57 
and built between 1930s and 2000s.  58 

Our valued amenities include:  59 

- Recently refurbished village hall 60 

- Popular pub The Swan much used for village meetings and socials  61 

- Acclaimed All Saints Primary School  62 

- Village shop (currently closed and much missed)  63 

- Cricket pitch doubling as football ground (privately owned) 64 

- Fenced play area with play equipment   65 

- 3 churches 66 

- Forest for Our Children (Golden Wood & Crooked Wood), community woodland project of 67 
23 acres, planted and managed by and for the community.  68 

Also important is our Site of Special Scientific Interest (Frithy Wood), an ancient woodland of 37 69 
acres. Above-average biodiversity abounds, with additional havens provided by the greens, the 70 
woods, many private habitat conservation areas and an extensive network of ancient hedgerows. 71 
Footpaths are scarce, but landowners allow us to walk their land by personal permissions ς showing 72 
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the good will and community spirit. This is further demonstrated by many villagersΩ involvement in 73 
the excellent Village Appraisals produced in 1979 and 1991. (See Appendix 1 for Summaries) 74 

Reliance on agriculture for employment has, like in so many Suffolk villages, receded over the last 75 
100 years and most now travel out of the village for work (only 4% of working residents are in 76 
agriculture). However, within the parish, there is an increasing employment base including Willows 77 
Residential Care Home, Brighthouse Farm B&B, Moat Farm Riding Centre and Corner Farm MGT 78 
Storage, as well as home-based workers and businesses.  79 

Finally, Lawshall is home to environment & education charity Green Light Trust founded in 1990. 80 
Inspired through a link with the rainforest people of Papua New Guinea, the Trust has guided the 81 
creation of over 50 woodland/wild space projects throughout the region (starting with our own!). It 82 
is also the East of England training provider for Forest Schools and offers conservation-related 83 
courses to vulnerable and disadvantaged young people. 84 

 85 

  

Harvest view Melford Road 
- N Hughes 

 

Swan Inn 
- L Williams 

  

Gate & West Farm Donkey Sanctuary 
- A Staveley 

All Saints Primary School 
- E Clarke 
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3. LAWSHALL past (L Bell /S Haffendon, Hanningfield Green) 86 

LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘ ǎǘƻƻŘΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ŘŜǊƛǾŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ hƭŘ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ Hlaw-87 
sele or GesellΣ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ Ψŀ ŘǿŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƻǊ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊ ōȅ ŀ ƳƻǳƴŘ ƻǊ ƘƛƭƭΩΦ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜǎ 88 
prehistoric habitation and there are remains of a pre-wƻƳŀƴ ŘŜŦŜƴŎŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ŀǘ Ψ²ŀǊōŀƴƪǎΩΤ ŀ ƭŀǘŜ 89 
.ǊƻƴȊŜ !ƎŜ ǎǿƻǊŘ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƛƴ aƻȅǎŜΩs Hall Museum, Bury St Edmunds. The village of 90 
Lawesselam is recorded in some detail in the Domesday Book (1086), which also included the first 91 
record of a Church. The C15th All Saints Church once held a substantial library. The Church bells were 92 
silenced for 90 years after their removal during the Civil War. A major restoration was undertaken in 93 
the 1850s restoring the windows and chancel. A Roman Catholic school - the oldest Catholic Mission 94 
in Suffolk - was built 1870, adjacent to Our Lady Immaculate & {ǘ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻƴ .ǳǊȅ wƻŀŘΦ 95 

An important family headed by Sir William Drury became owner of Lawshall Manor in 1547. The 96 
ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ Ǌƻȅŀƭǘȅ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳŜŘ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ƻŦ vǳŜŜƴ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ L ƻƴ ƘŜǊ Ψwƻȅŀƭ tǊƻƎǊŜǎǎΩ 97 
tour in August 1578. The Lawshall Parish Register records: "It is to be remembered that the Queens 98 
highnesse, in ƘŜǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎŜ ΦΦΦŘƛƴŜŘ ŀǘ [ŀǿǎƘŀƭƭ IŀƭƭΣ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǊŜƧƻȅŎƛƴƎ ƻŦ ȅŜ ǎŀƛŘ tŀǊƛǎƘΧ" 99 

The Rookwoods of Coldham Hall - said to be linked to Lawshall Manor by a secret tunnel ς were 100 
staunch Catholics, so suffered persecution under Elizabeth I. Ambrose Rookwood was involved in the 101 
Gunpowder Plot and was captured, imprisoned in the Tower and executed.    102 

The growth of the village population in the 19th Century - up to 925 (little less than today!) - reflects 103 
the raised living standards in a period of greater prosperity. Local industry thrived with the arrival of 104 
the railways to nearby Cockfield. The Horsehair factory in The Street became a major industry, 105 
producing mainly fabric & upholstery stuffing. Mechanised farming methods brought the threshing 106 
machine, artificial fertilisers and advances in land drainage. Later came the enlargement of fields, 107 
the grubbing out of a section of Frithy Wood (our ancient woodland) and the gradual decline of our 108 
pubs from 5 to just 1! 109 

The coins on the oak beam in the Swan Inn are a sad reminder of the loss of 24 Lawshall men in 110 
World War 1; they were placed by them to be collected when they returned. A reminder of World 111 
War 2 is the impressive memorial stone to a Dutch Airman who crashed close to Bury Road. 112 

 113 

Original sketches by Christine Debenham, then Lawshall resident, for 1979 Village Appraisal 114 
(continued on opposing page) 115 
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 116 

Original sketches by Christine Debenham, then Lawshall resident, for 1979 Village Appraisal 117 
(continued from opposing page) 118 

 

 

4. Why a Neighbourhood Plan for Lawshall? 119 

 

Because it gives us the opportunity to provide a Lawshall-specific context to inform 120 

.ŀōŜǊƎƘΩǎ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎ 121 

Because ǿŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŜŀǊ-marked as a Hinterland Village and as such are obliged to take a 122 

share of the new housing that Babergh is under pressure to build 123 

Because we want a say in what any new housing should look like and who it should be for 124 

Because we have our own pressing housing needs to address 125 

Because we want to ensure there remain sufficient village services and amenities  126 

Because additional funds may be made available under CIL (the Community Infrastructure 127 

Levy) which could be used to enhance and improve such services and amenities 128 

Because we want to protect what our community values most about our parish 129 

Because we want our children and grandchildren to inherit what we enjoy today! 130 

  



 10 

5. How we did it... (L McClelland, Lawshall Green) 131 

 

By building a strong NP Team  132 

Lawshall is a friendly spread-out village and this is perfectly reflected in our 15 person-strong NP 133 
Team. We come from all over the village and all walks of life, including two representatives from the 134 
tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΦ ²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ΨǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǘƛŜǊΩ ƘŜƭǇŜǊǎ ǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ƻƴ ǿƘŜƴŜǾŜǊ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ 135 
them. To guide our activity we put together a Mission Statement, Terms of Reference, Community-136 
engagement Strategy and Complaints Procedure (for any villager unhappy with the process). 137 

By in-depth community engagement 138 

²ŜΩǾŜ ŎƻƳŜ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǿŀȅǎ ǘƻ engage and stay engaged with our community at every 139 
step of our journey ς much more in fact than the NP regulations require! These include: public 140 
consultation events, questionnaires, school project, village walk, stalls at fetes, Xmas tree 141 
competition, tab on the Parish Council website, Facebook group, Twitter feed, monthly articles in 142 
parish magazine, door-to-door fliers, posters, and presentations to local groups. As the draft Plan 143 
proceeds, ǿŜΩƭƭ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ ŀ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ /ƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛƻƴ {ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ identifying the details of the 144 
engagemenǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜƴ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ƛǘΩǎ shapeŘ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tƭŀƴ. (See supporting documents) 145 

By engaging professional and outside support  146 

²ŜΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǳǎ ŀƭƻƴƎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ .5/ ƭƛŀƛǎƻƴΣ ƻǳǊ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ 147 
consultant and other NP groups from neighbouring villages. Following a rigorous delivery schedule 148 
has also really helped us on our way. The key milestones of our process are listed below: 149 

 

NP Timeline  150 

Gathering of volunteers and preliminary research on value of NP   Aug 2015  151 

Parish Council Decision to pursue NP      Sep 2015  152 

Formation of official NP Team        Sep 2015  153 

Designation of Neighbourhood Area      Nov 2015 154 

First Community Consultation event      Nov 2015 155 

Village Questionnaire (including Housing Needs Survey)    Apr 2016 156 

Second Community Consultation event      Jul 2016 157 

Drafting NP         Sep 2016 158 

Pre-submission draft NP approved by PC      Oct 2016 159 

First formal draft NP consultation begins (6-week period)    Oct 2016 160 

 161 

And still to comeΧ  162 

End of consultation period       Dec 2016 163 

Submission of revised NP to Babergh       Jan 2017 164 

Final round of consultation        Jan 2017 165 

Independent examination       TBC 166 

Referendum                                                                                                   TBC 167 

                 

NP Team Volunteer time: estimate to 30 Oct 2016 - 2,678 Hours (not incl. individual work by 2nd tier) 168 
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A Gallery of the Neighbourhood Plan Process 169 

 

 170 

1st Community Consultation 171 
- D Mitchell 172 

 

 173 

1st Community Consultation 174 
- D Mitchell 175 


